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VALEDICTORY SPEECHES 
Member for Dawesville 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [5.31 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank members for their attendance 
in the chamber. I am going to read my speech, and I think this is one of the few times in 20 years that I have 
ever read a speech in this house, but I do not want to miss out anyone. 
What to say after 20 years of Parliament? There are very many things to talk about and especially very many 
people to thank. But, first, I will relate a brief history of my life for the record, as I will never again have the 
opportunity, and it may help the staff of the future preparing my eulogy for this house! I was born in 
King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women on 24 March 1953, with my mother travelling to Perth from 
Derby on one of the old state ships for the delivery. My first five years were in the Kimberley, mostly in 
Derby, where my grandfather was a butcher, before coming to Perth. My father, in his late 20s had decided to 
study medicine, despite having completed only what is now called year 10. He had worked as a stockman with 
Main Roads, as a shot-firer’s assistant on Cockatoo Island and as a butcher, and came to Perth with my 
mother, my sister and me, and with another sister due. Sadly, my younger sister died soon after, but two more 
brothers arrived. Times were tough when we were young, with my father a student for eight years, but with 
a very resourceful mother we did not want for much, although such delicacies as tripe, tongue, brains and 
lamb’s fry were familiar dishes. 
I went to Bassendean Primary School and then had brief stints at Victoria Park and Mandurah Primary 
Schools before finishing at Dianella Primary School, and then going to high school at Guildford Grammar 
School. I finished there in 1970, not knowing what I wanted to do next. A five-minute conversation with my 
father, at that time divorced and working as a doctor in Wagin, soon sorted that out. I had planned to study 
agriculture at the Muresk Institute, with the view of eventually buying a farm of my own. Dad said, 
“Why don’t you do medicine? Then you can easily buy a farm.” It sounded good to me, so that is what I did. 
Sadly, it has taken me until two years ago to finally buy the farm—still, better late than never. 
All of my high school years were spent in Dianella, next door to a vertically challenged but very spunky 
blonde chick. There is a lot more to that story, but Stephanie and I married in 1977, just after I graduated in 
medicine. Four years later—I emphasise “four”; not less than one—we had our first child, the first of six. We 
are now lucky enough to also have six grandchildren. After graduating and working in hospitals and training 
in general practice, I took over my father’s practice in Inglewood in 1981. In 1985, I became a councillor with 
the City of Bayswater, and in 1993 I was elected as the member for Dianella. That seat was abolished in 1997, 
but I was fortunate to be elected as the member for Yokine, and under Richard Court was made Minister for 
Housing; Water Resources; and Aboriginal Affairs. I lost the seat with the ending of the Court government in 
2001. I worked doing Aboriginal heritage surveys and medicine for four years, before being re-elected in 
Dawesville in 2005. My eternal thanks go to Sally Plummer, who gave me the casting vote in a 16-all draw in 
the preselection. 
I spent four years in opposition, and I was elected Deputy Leader of the Opposition in January 2008. As we 
all know, under Colin Barnett, 2008 was a great year for those on this side of the house, winning the election 
and forming government. Having an alliance with the Nationals rather than a coalition, I became one of the 
few Liberal Deputy Premiers in the state’s history, serving in that role until February this year. In the last 
eight years I have been Minister for Health; Aboriginal Affairs; Tourism twice; and Training and Workforce 
Development. I am the longest serving health minister in the state’s history, the longest serving 
Liberal Deputy Premier, and the fourth longest serving Deputy Premier, with Eric Ripper beating me for third 
by one month. Thanks, Colin! 
I am often asked what the highlights of my career are. Such things are not easy, but there are a few. I still like 
to take credit for the first desalination plant in Western Australia, even though it was the Labor Party that built 
it. At least I got the proposal to cabinet submission stage when we lost the election in 2001. As we all know, 
success has many fathers. Ernie Bridge started the farm water grants scheme, which I continued and 
significantly expanded. Kevin Prince started the infill housing program in Lockridge, which I expanded to 
Balga and many other suburbs. The only initiative that was mine alone was the Aboriginal swimming pool 
program, and I am very proud of its continued success. 

I think I fared a little better my second time around, and I am extremely proud of our hospital construction program, 
with new hospitals either built or under construction or about to start, such as Albany Health Campus, Busselton 
Health Campus, Fiona Stanley Hospital, Perth Children’s Hospital, Midland Health Campus, Karratha Health 
Campus, Newman Hospital, Onslow Hospital and Warren Hospital. This government also has a commitment 
towards the Quadriplegic Centre. We have done major upgrades in Joondalup and Kalgoorlie and there is 
something like 30 or 40 other towns where we have made major changes. We made significant changes in health 
management, such as establishing the four-hour rule. I think that our country health system changes, in particular 
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the royalties for regions–funded Southern Inland Health Initiative, have transformed the management of health in 
country Western Australia. 
We passed the Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Bill in 2013 after the act had been in operation for 
62 years, and the Public Health Bill after the act had been in operation for 103 years. Yet the decisions in health that 
gave me the greatest satisfaction were the ones that few know about: in particular, being able to write off debts—
sorry to former Treasurers who do not know about this!—for those in severe financial difficulty, such as an 
overseas woman with children who suddenly found herself with a huge maternity bill after her Australian partner 
left her. In particular, I was pleased to support Claire Murray and her family, initially so that she could have liver 
transplant surgery in Singapore, and later to reduce the debt burden on her family. There was extensive public 
criticism of that decision, and only those who know the details of her life story will understand the reason for that 
decision being the one at the top of my list. My only regret is that the outcome for the Murray family was so sad. 
I must say something about tourism, as that was the portfolio that gave me the greatest enjoyment. The tourism 
industry and the people who work in it are amazing, and some, I am sure, will remain my friends for many years 
after my departure from this place. Hopefully, there are many who believe I was successful in my relatively short 
period in the role, but whether or not that is the case, it is certainly an industry I love. I also wish to recognise the 
fantastic work done by those involved in the management and development of Rottnest Island. 
Now is the time for thankyous, and first and foremost is my family. Stephanie, my wife of almost forty years, 
has been my rock. The intensity of my life over those years as a general practitioner, a councillor and then 
a member of Parliament has at times been extreme. Throughout all that time, and at the same time raising six 
children with little help from me, Stephanie’s support and love have been continuous. I could not have done it 
without her, and I will be forever grateful. I do not think I have ever said this before, Stephanie, but thank you. 
Being the child of a politician, or of any person who has a job with a high public profile, is never easy, with high 
expectations and a lack of father time. I would like to thank my children—my daughter Tiffany and my 
granddaughter Elicia are in the gallery—and our extended family network for their love and continued support. 
Throughout my time as a member of Parliament, my staff have been amazing, especially those who have been 
with me for most of my journey. Christian Allier in particular, who is also in the gallery, started as a patient in 
my surgery, but soon progressed to campaign manager when I contested the seat of Dianella, and worked for me 
for the majority of my career, including my four years out of Parliament.  
He was soon joined by Maryanne, then Melinda Hayes and Ian Wight-Pickin—two of them are in the gallery. 
Our team became the foundation on which all else was based. My other electorate staff—Garry, Nicki, Ruth, 
Lyn Wight-Pickin and now Amanda, Gaynar and Ashley—have all worked long and hard with great dedication 
and loyalty. I thank you all. 
As a minister, I have had many staff over the years, and none better than those recently when the atmosphere has 
been that of a close team of friends, all working to ensure we found the best way to support those in need of our 
help. Again, I thank you all. The support I have received from my ministerial departments over the years has 
been excellent, and I am greatly appreciative of all those involved. In particular, I mention Roger Payne, 
Jim Gill, Cedric Wyatt—Ben’s dad—Hayden Lowe, Ruth Shean and Stephanie Buckland, as well as the various 
board chairs, especially Peter Prendiville, who gave oversight and direction. 
I have kept Health WA separate as I want to particularly thank the health directors general with whom I spent 
most of my time as Minister for Health. They are Kim Snowball, Professor Bryant Stokes and recently 
David Russell-Weisz. For those who have not worked it out, health is a tough portfolio. Expectations are 
enormous and problems are never far away. We went through hard times and good times aplenty, and their 
support and encouragement was always a certainty. I will always think fondly of the directors general and their 
senior staff who I regard as friends, and I hope they will eventually recover from the experience of my 
never-ending pressure and midnight “thought bubbles”. Good luck to all of you in the future. 
I would like to especially thank my electorates who have supported me for 20 years in Parliament. To the electorate 
of Dawesville in particular, I give a huge thanks. Over the 12 years I have represented them, my support has 
steadily grown, moving from the second most marginal seat in the state to the margin now being over 12 per cent—
even beating my neighbour David Templeman! My supporters have been incredible, with many becoming close 
personal friends, some of whom are here today. For example, our prawn fundraising function last Sunday had 
330 friends and supporters and we cleared over $25 000 for the campaign. To all of you, thank you once again, 
especially to the past and present presidents and members of the Dawesville and Halls Head branches. 

I also want to recognise the media. I have great respect for the tough job that you do. I understand that it is your 
job to inform the people of Western Australia and it is inevitable that at times members of Parliament will not 
appreciate the way you have done so. However, I have always been treated by the media with great respect and 
friendship, and for that I am extremely grateful. I will never forget one of the media joining me in having tears in 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 November 2016] 

 p8213b-8225a 
Dr Kim Hames; Mr John Castrilli; Mr Terry Waldron; Ms Wendy Duncan 

 [3] 

my eyes as I resigned the tourism portfolio in 2013. That is one reason that I now always refuse to do media 
interviews in the Japanese garden next to Dumas House—bad memories. 
Last but not least, I want to thank the staff at Parliament. How you put up with us, I do not know—some for 
many years. We keep you up until unreasonable hours and we are always needing something, whether it be 
papers, assistance, advice, vanilla slices or cups of tea or coffee, and you are always there for us. For the last 
20 years of making this house my second home, thank you. 
Finally, I want to say thank you to my parliamentary colleagues on both sides of Parliament—most of you, 
anyway, with one exception. Thank you to our team for your friendship and support. Thank you for allowing me 
to be your deputy leader for so long. Thank you, Colin, in particular, for your excellent leadership and for giving 
me such great opportunities and the freedom to pursue those matters about which I have been passionate. Thanks 
to you, Roger, for your role as shadow minister, which I think you have performed exceptionally well. How do 
we judge our performance as politicians? Is it by how many people recognise us and say hello in the street? Is it 
the balance between the good mail and abusive mail? If you are a minister, you will get some of that. Is it the 
vote in your electorate and the relationships you form with your constituents—or is it the volume of invective 
from the opposition? Certainly, it is not the latter, as it seems you are “the worst minister in the history of the 
state” while you are there, then the new minister takes on that role when you go. To your own side, you are the 
“best minister ever” while you are there and then “Kim who?” when you leave. 
After 20 years in Parliament, there are many things I have tried, some my own initiative and many from others. 
One thing is sure: we share the credit when it works and are given the blame when it fails. I see members from 
both sides of this Parliament doing their absolute best to support their constituents. Sadly, seldom does the public 
get to see and appreciate the huge dedication in time and effort that the vast majority of members in this 
Parliament make to their constituents. 
But do you know what? It does not really matter. The great satisfaction you get as a member of Parliament is to 
do those things—to see your constituents’ lives improved and even saved by the efforts of yourselves or your 
staff. There are not too many people who leave this place voluntarily unless they are long-serving members like 
me. We certainly do not stay for the pay or the working hours, as most of us could do better outside this place. 
But we still do it, and we still want to do it because we love it. When I came to this place, I changed from being 
in one of the highest regarded professions to one of the lowest—going from a doctor to a politician. Why is it 
that the public have such a low regard for members of Parliament? I think it must be in our genes as, even for 
me, my part-Irish background demands that I have a negative overall reaction to politicians. The great news for 
us all is that those who actually know us do not think that way. We are okay; it is just all the rest of you that are 
bastards! Despite the negative view of politicians, we are always in great demand to attend functions, open 
events, or meet constituents and we are always treated with great respect when we attend. 
I think back over my 20 years of Parliament and remember the good times such as watching Brendon announce the 
alliance of the Nationals with the Liberals in 2008 when we knew that you were going to Labor and the absolute gut-
wrenching devastation of losing my seat in the 2001 election. Knowing all that, would I then choose another course 
for my life? No way. I would do it all again in an instant, even if the events of those years were unchanged. There are 
certainly things that I would do differently—mistakes I would seek to avoid and issues I wish I had pursued harder. 
But in the end, we are all human, and can only do the best we see at the time. To my fellow members who are 
leaving and about to speak, congratulations on your careers. I hope that you enjoy retirement as much I intend to. To 
those who stay, enjoy the time you have left, as you never know when or how it may end. Make the most of every 
opportunity, but above all, do what is right for you, your family and your constituents. To Zak Kirkup, the Liberal 
candidate for Dawesville—good luck. I am very confident that you will make a great member of Parliament. 
I now have the opportunity to make a parting statement that partly refers to shadow Minister Roger Cook. 
Apologies to God and the creators of Psalm 23 — 

Yea though I walk through the valley of the Shadow of Roger, 
I shall fear no evil, 
For Colin art with me, 
My friends doth comfort me. 
Surely their love will follow me all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in the house of the Assembly forever. 

Well, not quite forever because it is now time to go. Thank you all for your attention. It’s goodbye from me, and 
it’s goodbye from him. 
[Applause.] 

Member for Bunbury 
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MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [5.48 pm]: The time has come, the walrus said, when all good things come 
to an end—somebody said that somewhere along the way. Mr Speaker, may I say that on reflection, 12 years has 
come around very, very quickly. It has been an experience of my life that I will never regret. I have met some 
wonderful people around the state of Western Australia and in other states of Australia, and many from overseas. 
It has been a humbling experience. It has been character-building and it has been my absolute privilege to be the 
member representing the fantastic City of Bunbury. In one role or another, I have been in public life in Bunbury 
for 26 continuous years. That has all been made possible by the continued support and faith that the wonderful 
people of Bunbury have had in me. I wish to publicly thank the people of the Bunbury electorate for the honour 
that they have afforded me in allowing me to represent them. I will never forget their kindness and I will never 
forget their encouragement and the support they have afforded to me and my family. 

To my dear wife, Loretta, who—here we go!—from the day we were married has always been by my side 
attending functions, meetings, electioneering, taking complaints and suggestions whether she liked it or not, and 
hopefully most suggestions were nice. Loretta supported me through thick and thin, and when I was not able to 
attend functions she would represent me. Bunbury, I think, is fortunate because it got two for the price of one. 
Loretta is my best asset and best vote winner. She is a true people’s person and I owe her everything. My 
daughters Lisa and Deanna grew up with me always being on the move and often away from home. At times 
I wondered what impact it would have on them with me being away so often, but they have totally supported me 
and Loretta in our roles, and I want to thank them sincerely. I have a great son-in-law, Joe, and three beautiful 
grandchildren, Rose, Dominique and Alexia, whom I look forward to being able to spend more time with soon. 
My parents, Antonio and Michelina, have supported me all the way. My father is my greatest supplier of political 
wisdom. My mother cooked and cleaned et cetera all along the way for all the functions, and, at the age of 87, 
still to this very day cooks for the entire extended family get-together every week and keeps our family unit 
strong. I cannot describe or put into words the appreciation that I have for them both. The support from my 
sister, Teresa, and brother-in-law, Geoff, my brother, Frank, and sister-in-law, Debbie, and their families over 
26 years has been enormous and I cannot thank them enough. My parents, brother and sister and their families 
have played an enormous part in my overall success, including babysitting for Loretta and me when we had to go 
to functions, assisting with all the functions and fundraising events and setting up booths—you name it. Family 
support has never been in question. 

I want to pay a special tribute to my staff—Leanne Maher, Yasmine Pearce and Taryn Barrett. They are the face 
of me and my office. A huge part of my electoral success is due to my fantastic team. They shield me from pain, 
they bring me back to reality, they re-energise me and they get me back on track. They have put their heart and 
soul into their work. They know their community and have often worked on weekends outside normal office 
hours. Bunbury has been very fortunate to have such caring people who have never been able to take no for an 
answer in their quest to assist people. I have to say that they have made me look good and they are the real 
champions of Bunbury. I want to make one special mention of Leanne Maher. We have worked together for 
20 years. I owe Leanne big time and it is a debt that I will never be able to repay. Leanne has been my 
conscience, and, together with Loretta, has been my rock and salvation. Loretta, Leanne and my daughter 
Deanna are in the gallery tonight along with some of my special friends. 

I want to thank the Premier of this state, Hon Colin Barnett, for giving me the privilege and honour of being 
a minister. It is something that I will always treasure and be thankful for. I have met some wonderful people and 
gained an enormous amount of experience and satisfaction in that role. To all my parliamentary colleagues in 
this chamber and staff of this Parliament, I thank you for your friendship and support over the 12 years. The 
work we do for the betterment of Western Australia is something that I certainly value and appreciate. To my 
lifelong friend and former chief of staff Gary Brennan, I offer my thanks and appreciation for his support and 
valued expertise and guidance over many years. He has also been my campaign manager and supported me in all 
my public life. To members of the campaign committee over the years, I give my heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation for your wonderful work and support. To the Bunbury branch of the Liberal Party, in particular 
Findlay and Glenys Osborn who are tireless workers, I also say thanks, and to the many dedicated members and 
supporters who have helped me over the election days during my 12 years, a really big thank you. 

While considering my parting comments, I revisited my inaugural speech back in 2005, as I suppose some of us 
do on occasions such as this. I reflected on the great statesmen and women of Western Australia who had the 
respect of the Parliament and the respect of the citizens, while retaining their dignity and getting on with the job. 
It is about not mistaking civility for weakness. Perhaps I was somewhat naive in 2005, but I remain proud that 
I have held onto the value of respect. Many times I have talked about the Choose Respect initiative that 
I introduced into Bunbury back in 2008. Cultural change is hard work. It is long term and it is difficult to 
measure any short-term success, but I strongly believe that a community as a whole has the responsibility to 
work towards building resilience in our young people, to teach respect, including self-respect, from an early age, 
and for us all to be considerate of others. Without respect, no matter how many laws we make in this place and 
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how many services that we, as a government, put in place, they can be only bandaid solutions that will always 
need to be increased. It disturbs me that members of Parliament are often portrayed as rude or having childlike 
tantrums, and I ask: what message is that that we, as role models, are sending to our community? 
In my inaugural speech, I also acknowledged the political differences that exist in this chamber, but I also 
focused on the importance that we all have much in common and the common goal is to achieve better outcomes 
for Western Australia. I spoke of my preference to get things done through building partnerships and working 
with people to achieve great outcomes. There have certainly been times over the past 12 years when I have been 
frustrated with process-driven issues. However, I believe that I have stayed true to my beliefs and, on the whole, 
the great outcomes that I have been able to achieve for Bunbury and Western Australia have mostly been 
possible through teamwork. 
One example of a strong partnership saw the establishment of Treendale Gardens, a fantastic home and respite 
centre for young people with degenerative neurological diseases or acquired brain injuries. Prior to Treendale 
Gardens, there were no facilities outside the metropolitan area and our young people were either placed in aged 
care or forced to be away from their families. At the time, our efforts hit one brick wall after the other, but we 
did not give up. After forming a partnership with the Multiple Sclerosis Society of WA, we were finally 
successful in opening this home in 2012 that has now changed the lives of so many people. It remains one of my 
proudest and most emotional moments. I want to thank chief executive officer, Marcus Stafford, and the MSWA 
for coming along on this incredible journey. 
There have been many great moments. Bunbury has seen huge improvements in its health services in particular. 
In 2005, when I was first elected, our region had no adolescent mental health offices. Counsellors were actually 
treating young people in their cars. Carers and consumer support groups were using my office for their meetings. 
Although I accept that there is much to be done, Bunbury now has some of the best facilities and clinicians for 
mental health. Our hospital has had huge upgrades and is now delivering many specialised treatments that were 
previously available in only Perth. So much is often said about the big picture projects, but by far the most 
challenging and most rewarding aspect of being a member comes from the individuals who come to you for help. 
I am sure that everyone in this chamber has experienced stories of unimaginable hardship and courage that some 
of our constituents have revealed. Over the years, I have been humbled by literally thousands of people who 
have entrusted me with their story. I take great pride in the efforts that my office has made to give these 
individuals or families hope to empower them or to simply break down walls that they had found impenetrable 
and to find a way forward. I believe that the true privilege of the role we all have is that we are in a position to 
make a life better. 
Our Bunbury community, I believe, is special. Although we are a rapidly growing city, we have never lost our 
country soul. We have not developed that atmosphere that I so often see in other cities of heads down, always 
rushing, too afraid or too busy to engage. No matter where you go for a walk in Bunbury, it is most likely that 
someone will make eye contact with you, offer you a smile and say hello, whether you know them or not. We 
still know who our neighbours are. We still keep an eye out for each other and although I am very proud of all 
the great infrastructure improvements that we have achieved over the past decade, all the best buildings in the 
world will never replace that caring spirit that nurtures a community. My biggest thank you of all is to the people 
of Bunbury. 
After 26 years of public commitment, Loretta and I will be taking a bit of time to travel to catch up with some of 
our overseas family. However, working for Bunbury in our community will always be part of our life, and I look 
forward to seeing the many projects I have worked on so hard over the past decade come to fruition and I will 
continue to watch our beautiful city bloom. 
I take this opportunity to wish everybody in this chamber and all of us who are retiring all the best for their 
future endeavours. We are here and I think our main thing is to look after our people, to listen to our people and 
to help them solve their problems because, as we all know, when people come through our offices, sometimes 
we are the last port of call and they rely on us to solve their issues. They dump on our shoulders and say, 
“Please fix my life.” I think that is one of the great privileges we have. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 

Member for Wagin 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [6.01 pm]: When I was approached to stand in 2000, I met a friend of mine, a guy 
called Ian Taylor, for some advice. Many of you will know Ian; he was a former Labor leader, Deputy Premier of 
the state, and, for many years, a minister. We worked together in the seventies. Ian gave me great encouragement 
and I will never forget what he said to me. He said, “Tuck, whether you are in it for 20 years, are Premier for 10 or 
last one term, it won’t matter; it will be the greatest experience of your life.” Taylor, man, you were dead right. He 
was dead right. What a privilege and great honour it has been for me. I have had a wonderful 16 years in this place. 
I have had a ball and I have enjoyed every minute of it. But, wow, how much have I learnt since I have been here. 
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I have learnt heaps. I do not know whether you remember your first day in this place, but I was fair dinkum scared. 
I always remember the first day I put my head down for prayers just next to the member for Eyre over there. 
I looked up and saw Geoff Gallop, Jim McGinty, Colin Barnett and Hendy Cowan and thought, “Tuck Waldron, 
what the hell are you doing here?” I thought to myself, “You’ve done it this time; you’ve just gone too far.” I felt 
like ducking out that back door and going back to Jingalup. Do you know what? I remember watching Geoff Gallop 
make a speech—a terrific man—but he made a few blues. I thought: hey, if he can do it, I can do it. We are all just 
people and I have made plenty of blues in here. You get on with it and you learn as you go. I love this game 
because it is all about people. In Western Australia we have fantastic people. When you move around your 
electorate, the best part is working with people. 

I want to tell you a story about how I met a certain person about eight months in. You meet all types. My 
Nationals have heard this, I am sorry. I went to a garage, filled up my car with petrol and walked in to pay the 
bill. As I walked in there was a lady going off about politicians to the guy behind the counter. She was saying, 
“Blooming politicians; they’re all lying, cheating, thieving, stealing so-and-sos. They’re all underworked and 
overpaid; they go on junket trips; they lie and they cheat.” She was ripping into it. I could see the bloke behind 
the counter, who I knew really well and who knew I was a local member, was uneasy, so I tapped the lady on the 
shoulder and quietly said, “Excuse me, I should introduce myself; my name is Tuck Waldron; I’m actually your 
local member of state Parliament.” With this the lady got really embarrassed and started to apologise and said, 
“Oh, I didn’t really mean what I was saying.” She was trying to apologise and I said, “No; don’t worry; you were 
making your point. You are right; we do need to lift our game a bit.” We had a good chat. Then she went to 
leave. She did not know that I had been in real estate for some 16 years. As she walked out the door, she turned 
to me and said, “Anyway mate, it could have been worse, you know; you could’ve been one of those lying, 
cheating, stealing, thieving real estate mongrels.” I looked at her and said, “I was for 16 years.” The woman 
looked at me and shook her head and said, “There’s no bloody hope for you is there, mate?” I still see that lady 
and we joke about it and I tell her that I tell the story and she is scared that I would name her, but I never will. 
She is one of the thousands of people you meet. 

What I love about my area is that it is an important part of the state. It is heavily agricultural and farming but 
with mining, tourism and a little bit of fishing. There are lots of industries; it is productive and it is a great place 
to live. Once again, it is about the people. What inspires me is the way people in our small communities make 
things happen. I love that. They get off their behinds and drive you as the local member to make things occur. 
Over my years that is what has inspired me to keep doing what I have done because they inspire me and I have 
been very proud to represent that region. I often say when I speak at an opening or if someone has been given 
a grant, that governments can give money but governments do not really make things happen; it is the locals that 
make it happen; they drive us and force us to do what is right. 

I see a great future for my region—a fantastic future. I have never seen agriculture in a better position. The 
opportunities for agriculture going forward are huge. When you see the Twiggy Forrests, the Gina Rineharts, and 
the Walshes of this world down there, it is fantastic, so I think the future for my region is good. 

I want to touch on royalties for regions because it is one of the best things that has happened in country WA. 
I got involved in Parliament to try to lessen the inequities between the country and the city and I think royalties 
for regions has done that to a great extent. I am lucky, like many of you, as we get to go around the state and 
around my region and see the difference royalties for regions has made to communities and the confidence it has 
instilled in people. They are very proud of their communities. It has reshaped country WA and long may it 
continue. 

I want to mention a couple of important things in my community. The importance of sport is one and I am biased 
when it comes to sport, as you all know. I really believe that and I will talk a bit more about it in a minute. I am 
very concerned about road safety in my region. All too often I see people who have been affected by road death, 
trauma or injury. It lasts forever. We need to improve it and it is something I hope to get involved in when 
I leave this place. In my inaugural speech I suggested that we should get rid of handing out how-to-vote cards. 
They have always annoyed me. I do not like handing out how-to-vote cards and all the stuff that goes with it. 
I reckon we should put them on signs outside and in the booths. People know what they are doing; let them go 
for it. Anyway, that probably will not change. 

I was very fortunate and very honoured to serve as a minister for six and a quarter years. Premier, thank you very 
much for the opportunity and the faith you showed in me. To the Leader of the Nats, Brendon, thank you, mate, 
for the great confidence, support and encouragement. Thank you to the former leader, my mate, the member for 
Warren–Blackwood, Terry, for continuing to support me. I also thank my ministerial colleagues for their great 
support while I was doing that ministerial job. Again, I learnt so much in that position. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
role and I am very proud of what we achieved. People talk about the stadium. I am very proud of the stadium. 
We got a bit of criticism early because we took a long time investigating the stadium and planning it, but I think 
that was time well spent. I think the result will be great. I am just as proud of all the other state sporting facilities 
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in the city. We did a lot and I appreciate the support I got to do that. We can host Commonwealth Games here 
and world championships. We can host major world events in this city and I am very proud of that. Probably 
most of all, on the little facilities we had built around the country, I want to tell you the story about Pingrup, 
a little place east of Nyabing, which is east of Katanning. There is not much at Pingrup. They had two netball 
courts, which you would not even park your car on, they were that bad. The young mums at Pingrup wanted to 
redo them so that their kids could play tennis, netball and basketball. Some of the older people in the area were 
not really keen on it. “We haven’t got enough kids; it’s a waste of ratepayers’ money.” These women got on to 
me, and, as women so often do, drove the idea and I thought: why should the kids of Pingrup not be able to play 
netball and basketball? We got with the shire and got funding through the department. A few months ago I was 
coming back late from Jerramungup and I saw the lights, so I went up and there were about 80 adults and 40 kids 
enjoying that facility. Those facilities are very important for Pingrup as they are for everywhere else. I am also 
very proud of the programs we developed and I want to mention KidSport, which I think has been a very 
successful program. It is all about giving kids from lower socioeconomic areas a chance to participate in clubs 
and sport, and I think that will benefit those kids, their families, and the community. 
When the Premier told me I was minister for liquor licensing, I must admit I was a bit scared for a while. 
I thought, “Blooming hell—liquor!” One of my mates rang me up and said, “You got liquor, Tuck. At least 
you’re damn well qualified!” I am very proud of the two tranches of liquor reforms that we put through. I think 
we have made some really good changes. There is more to do. I am proud of the liquor review that we did. That 
is a good document going forward. I love the work that we did with liquor in Aboriginal communities in the 
north that were not licensed. At the request of those communities, I went there and we were able to make those 
communities alcohol free under law—under section 175 of the Liquor Licensing Act. I think we did that for 
about 17 or 18 communities in my time, and probably 13 of them have gone really well. I hope that continues. 
I am also proud of the establishment of the racing infrastructure fund and the focus on safety. We had a big focus 
on safety in the racing industry, and that was really, really important. I have to keep watching the clock! Once 
again, it is all about people. 
I want to touch again on the importance of sport. When I was young, I happened to overhear someone say, 
“The problem with young Tuck is he will never get anywhere because he’s too focused on sport.” They were 
probably right. I was focused on sport. But I knew that I had to do other things for my family—I had to study 
and do all those other things. However, do you know what? Sport has been very good to me. The longer I have 
lived and been involved at every level of sport, the more I am convinced of the huge value of sport, particularly 
team sports and people working together. It is not just sport. It can be arts and culture, community groups or 
service clubs. Working in teams is the way to go. I thank, once again, the Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
for the support that I got for those programs. 
I quickly want to talk about parliamentary committees. During my term in Parliament I was on the 
Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, the Education and Health Committee and the Economics and 
Industry Committee. Committee work is very important. It increases our knowledge as parliamentarians. 
However, the best thing is that it brings members of Parliament from both sides together. We get to work 
together and understand each other and have respect for each other. That is really, really important. 
I want to mention a couple of parliamentary memories that I have from over the years. When I was first in this 
place, I used to promote Jingalup. Jingalup is the little town that I come from. There is not much at Jingalup 
except the school, the tennis club and the golf course, and three houses. I love Jingalup. In my early speeches, 
I always talked about the mighty purple and gold. One day, I made a speech about drought, I think it was, and 
I talked about Jingalup, and at the end of my speech I got a note from the then Attorney General and Minister for 
Health, Jim McGinty, which said, “Tuck, can I meet you out the back; I need to talk to you?” I was a bit 
worried—why would Jim McGinty want to talk to me? I met Jim out the back, and Jim said, “I just want to say, 
Tuck, that was a really good speech”, and I thought “That’s pretty good! Thanks, Jim. That’s really nice.” He 
then said, “But I’ve got a question. Where the bloody hell is Jingalup?” Jingalup is 20 kilometres south west of 
Kojonup, and it is the social centre of the south west—do not worry about that! 
I want to let members know that when they see the Dockers run out, the Dockers’ purple comes from Jingalup. 
I have said that the colours of Jingalup are purple and gold. When I was on the West Australian Football 
Commission and the Dockers football team was being put together, Grant Dorrington was in charge of working 
out what the colours would be. They had consultants, they had kids writing in and they had focus groups; it was 
going on and on and all this money was being spent. I said, “Dorro, this is bulldust, mate. Give them purple and 
gold—“Mighty Jingalup”. Just go for it!” It became a joke. On it went, but I kept at it. At the big night at the 
Fremantle passenger terminal when the Dockers were launched, with 900 people and the smoke and all the rest 
of it, out came the jumpers, and I saw the purple and thought, “Bloody hell! He’s done it!” Grant did apologise 
later that he could not get the gold in there. So, when members see the Dockers out there, remember that. 
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Another thing I want to touch on is that I will always remember when I first came into this place, we were over 
on that side, in opposition. The backbench of the Labor Party at that time called themselves the halfback line. 
I remember that it had on it the late Paul Andrews; John Bowler; the member for Albany; and the member for 
Mindarie. Is John Quigley still the member for Mindarie? It is Butler, sorry; I am showing my age. There was 
also Martin Whitely. I thought the member for Collie–Preston was in it, but Peter told me he was not; I am sure 
he was. They used to give us a hard time. A lot of stuff went backwards and forwards. I gave a speech about the 
opening of the Popanyinning toilets and how important they were. Those boys gave me a terrible time about the 
Popanyinning toilets. Every time I spoke, they would say, “Are you opening any more toilets, member for 
Wagin?” and all that sort of stuff. The late Paul Andrews grabbed me one day, and he said, “Tuck, I want to 
speak to you. I was taking my wife and kids to Albany, and we decided to go through York. While we were on 
our way down from York, all of a sudden my young fellow got really crook. We were in a bit of a diabolical, and 
I looked up and I saw Popanyinning, and I thought, Tuck’s toilets!” He said, “They saved the day, and we will 
never give you”—I will not say that word—“a problem about Tuck’s toilets again.” 
I remember that the late Phil Pendal over there used to explain big words to me that I could not understand, like 
“fishwife”. I am still not quite sure what that means! I also want to mention Eric Ripper, because at one stage in 
this Parliament, early on, I was the only National here. I got caught in a situation and I did not have a clue about 
what was going on, and Eric Ripper gave me a little warning. I am forever grateful for that. I come now to 
Arthur Marshall. I do not think he is in the best of health at the moment, but when I was first in this place, he 
always encouraged me to speak on sport. I also need to mention the late Bill McNee. Who remembers Billy 
McNee’s fire and brimstone speeches? We would all be out in the courtyard, and someone would say 
“Billy’s up”, and this place would fill and Billy would let loose. I did not agree with much of what Bill said, but 
it was entertaining anyway. 
Now for my thank-yous. I had better get rolling. I want to thank all the members I have served with in this place, 
on both sides, from all parties. I have made great friendships, which I will cherish forever. Can I say to all 
members here—enjoy what you do, respect the history and importance of this place, and never underestimate the 
great privilege and honour it is to serve in this place. Also, never underestimate the value of what you do and the 
value of how you can help many people in their lives. It does not matter what party we are from; we all do that at 
stages in our career. 
I wish everyone in this place the best in the coming election, and say good luck to Kim, Wendy and John, my 
fellow retirees. 
I want to thank all the parliamentary staff. I cannot go through them all. They do a great job and I have so many 
friends here. I, too, want to thank the media. I always got on well with the media. I do not always agree with 
them, and they probably do not always agree with me, but we both have our roles to play. 
I thank my ministerial staff—Steve Manchee, my first chief of staff, and Michael Cutler; who I think is here 
tonight. Michael was sensational for me. We are great mates. He is a very talented young man. He gave me very 
good advice and I will be forever grateful to you, Cuts. I thank Nick Sloan and Jon Nicholls, my advisers. They 
are great blokes. I always try to enjoy what I do. We had a lot of fun. Those guys worked very hard and they 
were very loyal and knowledgeable. I would have been no good without them. I also thank Paul Jarvis, Simone 
Knox and Peter Rule, who are my media people. Jarvo was there for the longest time. Thanks, mate; we had a lot 
of fun. I also thank Sue Lothian, who was the executive officer in my office. Sue used to work for John Kobelke. 
John Kobelke said to me that Sue runs a pretty tight ship but she will never let me get into trouble, and he was 
dead right. Thanks, Sue. I thank all the girls—Karin Stacey, Terrie Perrit, Narelle Jones, Misty Milne and 
Meredith Graham, and Donna Kennedy, who was involved in the liquor review. I feel that I have missed 
someone; if I have, I am sorry. Thank you, guys. It was a great time in my life. 
I thank Ron Alexander and the staff from the Department of Sport and Recreation, and Barry Sargeant and the 
staff from the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor in my ministerial days, and everyone from across the 
industry. I had a great relationship with Ron and with Barry. They are very different people, but I found them 
great to work with and I will be forever grateful. 
To my electorate office staff, we all know how important they are. Tonight I have here Linda Nottle and 
Di Dohle, who have been long-serving staff members for me. To you, Linda and Di, you are sensational. You 
have been brilliant for me, particularly when I was a minister. I was a minister in a country electorate, so those 
girls were pretty much the member for Wagin a lot of the time. They did a great job. Thank you very much. 
I also thank Jill Sounness, Lisa Goldsmith and Rosemary Archer. Jill whipped me into shape when I started out 
as a young pollie and probably did not know what I was doing. Thank you, Jill; I appreciate that. Thanks also to 
Samantha Scott, Jackie Ball and Tori Castledine, who helped me with media, and Dorrie Kerrigan and 
Janet Sieber, who helped out from time to time. 
I want to thank the National Party—Dexter Davies, Jamie Kronberg and Helen Day when I first here; Mary and 
Stuart Graham; Bob and Chris Wiese; Doug and Jenny Fowler; Alan and Rita Marshall; Ian Robinson and his 
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wife, Debbie; and Vin Dawes and the Young Nats. Thank you very much for everything. Our Young Nats are 
fantastic. 
I also thank my parliamentary team. I served under four leaders. Hendy Cowan was a fantastic fellow, an icon of 
Western Australian politics. Max Trenorden is a terrific bloke. I hope to catch up with Max in the near future. 
Brendon Grylls is an outstanding leader and an outstanding Western Australian. I have learnt very much from 
Brendon. You have done a great job, mate. I also thank Terry Redman. I was very lucky to have Terry and 
Brendon as leaders. They are fantastic leaders and fantastic guys. To Mia, that little kid at Rottnest who was 
mates with my daughter. It was great to turn to Mia one day on the front bench and say, “Here we are, Mia, 
sitting on the front bench”. 

I am running out of time and I want to get to my family. To my late mum and dad, thanks for your love and for 
giving me every opportunity in life. Thanks to Delphine and Rosemary, my sisters, who are here tonight. Thanks 
very much for your great support, great advice and great love. To Peter and Brenton, my brothers-in-law. Pete’s 
not too well at the moment but he rang me today. Get well, Pete. To Brenton, thanks, mate. Brenton and I played 
footy together at Claremont just after the war, and he is a great brother-in-law. I thank him for everything he has 
done for me. 

I have only one of my beautiful daughters here tonight—Kelly, who is my second daughter, sitting in the back 
row there. I have Jemma in Sydney, Kelly here tonight, Bonnie who is on Barrow Island at the moment, and 
Jessica who is working in a restaurant in Subi trying to make a quid! When I speak, I always say that I have four 
daughters, and that is why I am bald, broke but very, very happy! I realise the effect that being a politician can 
have on your kids; they have been great support to their dad, and I know they have made many, many sacrifices. 
I now have grandkids that I did not have when I started. I have Ali, Ben, Tyson and Seanna. They are wonderful! 
One of the reasons I am leaving is because I want to have time with them. 

To my beautiful wife, Noelene, “Noelsie”, I said when I stood down as a minister—she still has not watched that 
either, by the way—that Noelsie is a little ripper, and she is a little ripper. She has been an unbelievable support 
to me and given me so much love. Thank you, darling. I know the sacrifices that Noelene has made, but the thing 
I love about Noelsie is that she has always given me the opportunity to do my own thing. When I have wanted to 
have a go at something new, she has said, “If you want to do it, have a go”, and I tell you what, mate, I am 
looking forward to that caravan! We will have a ripping time then. 

During my maiden speech I saw the Premier, who was not the Premier then, pass a note to Hendy Cowan. 
Hendy later passed me the note. The Premier and I played football together at Claremont, and the note said, 
“Hendy, ask that little fat bald-headed bloke if he ever damn well handballed”. Every time the Premier and 
I opened something new when I was minister, he would always have a go about me not handballing. I have to 
admit that I did like to kick a goal! But, Premier, I want to prove something to you. Here. 

[Applause.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: As you can see, I did not handball often because I just about killed Mia! 

Mr R.H. Cook: That’s why he never handballed. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I did handball at training a bit. 

I will finish by saying thank you to my electorate and the constituents in it—fantastic. Thank you for the great 
opportunity I have been given. 

Members, good luck to you all, and I just wish you all the best at the election. It has been a blast, and after 
Wendy’s speech it is time for a beer. Thanks. 

[Applause.] 

Member for Kalgoorlie 
MS W.M. DUNCAN (Kalgoorlie — Deputy Speaker) [6.22 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity 
to officially close this most exciting and rewarding chapter of my life. After nearly 14 years in the political 
arena, it is time to leave the ring and pursue my passion for regional Australia through other avenues. 

My path to Parliament has taken some unexpected turns. In 2004, I was asked by someone I hardly knew, 
Eric Charlton, to take on the job of state president of the Nationals at the time when it was virtually insolvent. 
Why I said yes, I really do not understand to this day. It was decided that the only way to get our little party back 
onto its feet was to close the office, terminate the lease and take the administration back to our home in 
Esperance. There, with an ancient fax machine, a dodgy phone and mobile phone reception that only worked if 
I stood on a stack of brick pavers outside the farmhouse—thank goodness we never got round to laying those 
brick pavers!—I took on the arduous task of bringing our party back to relevance. 
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The one vote, one value legislation of 2005 gave us another serious knock, prompting one journalist to predict 
that the next election would see the party reduced to one seat. One mantra of my life and leadership has been that 
out of adversity there is always opportunity. What was the opportunity of the drastic reduction of regional seats 
we were about to witness? The opportunity was to campaign for the balance of power. With no money, our 
campaign for the 2008 election was long and based on individual effort. One particular campaign trip sticks in 
my memory. I drove from Esperance to Broome with my then 17-year-old daughter and her friend in their little 
Nissan Pulsar to start their gap year living and working in Broome. Not happy with them driving by themselves, 
I said I would go with them as long as we stopped at every local government on the way and talked about the 
Nationals and the balance of power. Strangely, the girls agreed! Elise is here in the chamber tonight. 

So, in Kalgoorlie–Boulder I first met Ron Yuryevich and his councillors. He has often recounted that he wished 
me good luck, and I retorted, “There’s no such thing as luck. Luck is having a plan and seizing opportunity.” 
Leonora shire president Jeff Carter told me later that after I had given my pitch to his councillors and left, they 
rolled around laughing. 

Wiluna was the best. With two gorgeous girls, we were pretty popular in the Paradise Hotel. While the girls 
fended off the mine workers, I was approached by a gappy toothed fellow with sun-hardened skin and dirt under 
his nails. He told me how he had lived in Sydney and worked in Newcastle, “But nothing beats living in 
Wiluna”, where he drove a grader for the shire. He said, “I’ve got a good job, people appreciate what I do and 
they thank me for it. I’ve got everything I need, except a good woman. Would you marry me, love?” I often 
recount this story and describe my suitor as a precious Australian. He loves where he lives, he is doing essential 
work for our nation, and he needs to be respected and valued. This is one of the lessons we should learn from the 
recent United States presidential election. 

People ask me how I ended up in Parliament. I became a member for Agricultural Region specifically to head off 
a brawl between the old and new leaders of the Nationals, who after the redistribution both laid claim to the same 
seat, Central Wheatbelt. I was so proud that while the one vote, one value redistribution was tearing other 
political parties apart, we had a smooth transition. Murray Criddle retired, and I moved into ag region to babysit 
the seat for Max Trenorden at the next election so that the new boy could have Central Wheatbelt to himself. It 
was very clear that if the Nationals were to survive, we had to be more than just a farmers party and be willing to 
take risks to win new seats. With that in mind, I decided to lead by example as state president and run for 
Mining and Pastoral Region in 2008, which, much to my surprise, we won with 1.5 quotas. So I went from being 
the first female president of the Nationals to being the first female leader of the National Party in the 
Legislative Council. 

If one suicide mission was not enough, I then agreed to stand for the seat of Kalgoorlie to support our push to 
win Legislative Assembly seats in the Mining and Pastoral Region. Some might call it luck that I survived in 
three different seats in Parliament, but I put it down to having a plan and seizing opportunity. 

It was also not luck that as a member of Parliament I could do what many could not—and that is keep my 
promises. My key role in the development of the royalties for regions policy and its transition to becoming a key 
determinant of the Liberal–National alliance is something of which I will always be very proud. It enabled us to 
at last deliver on some of the things that had been long promised in regional areas. Much is said about the 
$6.9 billion of expenditure over eight years into 3 700 projects that have gone a very long way to address the 
shameful neglect of infrastructure and services in regional WA over successive governments. In my mind, the 
most important outcome of royalties for regions is the changing mindset of regional people from despair, 
hopelessness and even apathy to a new optimism, a new will to fight and new courage to dare to dream. Instead 
of fighting tooth and nail for basic services like health and education, we can now look to the future, innovate 
and try new things. 

However, the expenditure of royalties for regions still needs some tweaking. On 18 June 2008, in my response to 
the budget in the other house, and in opposition at the time, I observed that to deliver services to the regions in 
a more equitable manner and more efficiently, we should follow the principle of subsidiarity. That means 
responsibility of service delivery should be as close as possible to the point of delivery. I do not think we are 
doing subsidiarity very well. This is particularly apparent in the decision-making and delivery of services around 
health, mental health, suicide, family services and juvenile justice. In remote places like Laverton, Leonora and 
especially the Ngaanyatjarra Lands, the use of fly in, fly out and drive in, drive out services has resulted in huge 
cost with little result and considerable waste. It is time to start delivering these services through people who are 
resident in these communities, even if they do not have the necessary degree or piece of paper, and then support 
them through training, professional development and mentoring. In Kalgoorlie–Boulder we have seen fully 
functioning, locally driven and managed organisations lose their contracts to big, bureaucratic, national 
non-government organisations that know how to write a good tender, but do not know how to deliver in a way 
that takes in the idiosyncrasies and unique issues of the delivery point. 
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This is a message that was delivered loud and clear by Aboriginal elder Kado Muir and the people of Leonora in 
response to a spate of suicides last year. Kado called for boots on the ground. He spoke of people in the 
community who had been put through a plethora of training courses but whose skills were not being used to help 
the community deal with the crisis and heal. The issue of subsidiarity was a key focus of the review of the 
Regional Development Commissions, which I chaired while I was a member of the other place and 
parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Regional Development. The report, “Review of Functions and 
Responsibilities of Regional Development Commissions”, contains references to achievements all over the world 
in delivering services remote from the centre of government, and there are many lessons to learn. 

In my inaugural speech in the other house on 26 February 2008, I called for exploration incentives for mining 
companies. That became Nationals policy and the Exploration Incentive Scheme, delivered through royalties 
for regions, has brought huge benefits to the state, not only through expanded exploration and new 
discoveries, but also through the complete geophysical and aerial mapping of the state, as well as the 
development of world-leading online tenement management technology and pre-competitive data sharing. 
Analysis of the scheme by ACIL Allen Consulting has indicated a return of $10 for every state dollar invested 
under the scheme, or up to $24 if we count the economic impact of the discovery and commercialisation of 
new mines. I have enjoyed being a voice for the mining industry in Parliament, especially in the leadership 
role I took in successfully campaigning against any increase in the gold royalty, and helping prospectors and 
leaseholders get their concerns to government about amendments to the Mining Act, and anomalous increases 
in local government rates on mining leases. 

Among the many other things, two matters stand out. The first was calling for and supporting an inquiry into 
the sandalwood industry, which resulted in amended legislation, a strong focus on illegal harvesting and 
a new harvesting contract system. The second was conducting an inquiry into the pastoral industry in the 
southern rangelands and the subsequent rangelands reform program. The latter was a more disappointing 
outcome; I believe that the opportunity to more productively use our rangelands has been squandered and that 
there is much to be gained from diversification and, in particular, capturing carbon credits. My father, who is 
here tonight, championed this cause through the Jennings review in 1979 and I sorely wanted to finish his 
work. Sadly, I will have to leave that to others to achieve. 

Members, I must tell you, though, that my proudest moment of all was to be elected member for Kalgoorlie in 
this place. Kalgoorlie is where I was born. My family are up to their fifth generation in the pastoral industry in 
the region and the red dirt, the great western woodlands, the feisty people and the ancient Aboriginal culture 
and language fill my soul. 

I came to the role with a long to-do list, much of which I have achieved. These include upgrades to the 
Goldfields Arts Centre, Great Eastern Highway, Kalgoorlie–Boulder Community High School and Goldfields 
Rehabilitation Services Inc. It also includes new seniors’ accommodation in Kalgoorlie–Boulder, the 
state-of-the-art Ray Finlayson Sporting Complex, and the buildings I am most proud of—the fabulous new 
accommodation blocks for the WA School of Mines, which were made possible only through $20 million in 
royalties for regions funding. 

It is wonderful to see funds go to arts, early childhood learning, healthy eating and support for government 
agencies in the Ngaanyatjarra lands. In Laverton I worked hard to see the store that had been closed for 
18 months reopen, funding for a new hospital, and the upgrade of main street and community facilities. 
Leonora has enjoyed an upgrade of the bowling green and sporting facilities, a new multipurpose building for 
services coming to town and an upgraded wastewater and sewerage system. Menzies has been spruced up with 
a main street upgrade, expanded shire offices, and a very welcome water park and new youth centre. 

There are myriad smaller projects and achievements that I have had the honour of supporting, and I will touch 
on a few that I believe have made a difference. When I was campaigning for the seat of Kalgoorlie in 2012 it 
was brought to my attention that the city would soon have only 23 doctors, when the optimum number was 
40. People were waiting weeks to see a GP, or for hours to be attended to in the emergency department. I was 
asked to chair the Kalgoorlie–Boulder GP working group, and with the assistance of the wonderful crew at 
Rural Health West and with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, the Chamber of 
Minerals and Energy, City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission 
around the table with other health agencies, we devised a unique strategy called Forward to Fellowship. This 
was to source international medical graduates and then to closely mentor and support them to gain their 
fellowship. It was an attractive proposition, and in two years we solved the doctor shortage and halved the 
number of patients attending the emergency department. This type of collaboration is a real example of 
resolving community challenges. 
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Another focus of mine has been mental health, so I was very honoured to accept the role of inaugural chair of 
headspace in Kalgoorlie–Boulder. This service is very important for people with mental illness, their families 
and carers, as is a subacute accommodation facility in the goldfields to complement the Kalgoorlie Health 
Campus mental health unit. We are all very disappointed that promised funding for this facility was removed 
from the budget this year and this is a fight that I know our Nationals candidate for Kalgoorlie, Tony Crook, 
will continue should the people of Kalgoorlie–Boulder elect him to replace me. 

Having been raised as a child with a very close association with the Wongi people of the goldfields, I have 
a strong affinity with Aboriginal people and have dedicated much of my time as a member of Parliament to 
giving them a voice. It was an absolute honour to represent the Nationals on the Joint Select Committee on 
Aboriginal Constitutional Recognition and play a part in recommending legislation to bring that into effect. 

I helped my friend and mentor, respected Aboriginal elder Bruce Smith, to bring together all the elders of the 
vast goldfields and central desert regions to form for the first time a council of Aboriginal elders. Two years ago, 
the town of Laverton was experiencing despair and rampant lawlessness, and I worked with local Aboriginal 
elders, the Shire of Laverton, police and other agencies to develop the Laverton community safety plan, which 
has seen juvenile justice issues virtually eliminated. We have had three successive school holidays that were 
juvenile crime free. I cannot praise the community development officer, Marty Seelander, the police officer in 
charge, Heath Soutar, the local elders and the Shire of Laverton highly enough for their commitment to 
collaboration and working together that has achieved this result. I also hope that my work and advocacy has put 
the Ngaanyatjarra lands on the radar so that government is aware of the amazing art, language and culture of the 
central desert people as well as their huge potential for sustainability given half a chance. 

I must not forget my role as Deputy Speaker. It certainly was a great honour to have this role, if a little 
challenging going straight into the chair having been in the other place. I cannot thank you, Mr Speaker, and the 
Assembly staff enough for your support and helpfulness when needed—especially getting me into the chair with 
a broken leg. Of course, the staff of Parliament are an amazing group of people who make you feel so welcome, 
particularly those of us from the regions. We are away from home a lot, and they are like family—the people in 
the library, catering staff and the security staff. 

So what have I learnt? I have learnt that we survive in this state in spite of government, not because of it. It was 
very frustrating as parliamentary secretary trying to get some progress through the bureaucracy. There are some 
fantastic people in our public service but I fear that it has been severely damaged, first by the mining boom when 
many flocked to the high wages and career prospects of the big mining companies, and then by the savage 
downsizing and recruitment freezes of more recent times. Recommended reading for future ministers on this 
issue is Quarterly Essay 60 by Laura Tingle, titled “Political Amnesia: How We Forgot How to Govern”. She 
warns of loss of memory in the public service and the predominance of “meretricious players who flit across the 
private ministerial advisory stage”, using a 1982 quote from then Treasury Secretary John Stone. She also quoted 
from a Spanish–American philosopher George Santayana who wrote, in 1905 — 

Progress, far from consisting in change, depends on retentiveness … Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it. 

In my inaugural speech in 2008 I referred to Lieutenant General John Sanderson’s warning that we are failing to 
recognise the perils of not nurturing the whole continent. His opinion was that terra nullius is being created in 
Australia again today. How far have we come since those words of John Sanderson in 2007? I am afraid to say, 
not far. When regional cabinet met in Kalgoorlie–Boulder in 2015, I was forced to ask why it was that anyone 
over level 7 had to have an ocean view. Why is it that we disown and reject our inland? This is where the 
nation’s riches lie and where, with positive reinforcement, Australians would discover it is a great place to live, 
as did my friendly Wiluna grader driver. 

A valedictory speech is not complete without acknowledgement of the people who helped along the way. 
Electorate staff are critical to the success of an MP and in spite of often being called “secretary” or “receptionist” 
are highly skilled people who need to have a huge knowledge of the community, how government works and 
how to problem-solve. They deal with people who range from those in the highest office to those with the lowest 
standards of behaviour and respect. They all deserve a medal. I must particularly thank Victoria Young, who is 
in the gallery tonight. She joined me when I was first elected and had no computer, no office and no phone. Her 
sense of humour and flexibility were invaluable. Along the way I have also had the services of Sarah Downe, 
Dorothy Henderson, Margie Thomas-Close, Beth Richardson, Mandy Reidy and Kerrie Stones, who all brought 
their own special skills and experience to the job. I count them all as true friends. 

Much loved by not only my staff but also my colleagues’ staff is Frances Archer in Broome. Her capacity for 
work, knowledge of the system, memory of who’s who and persuasion skills are beyond amazing. Frances 
knows me as though she was me and her guidance, advice and pre-emptive action, when necessary, leave me 
forever in her debt and I will treasure our lasting friendship. 
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I also thank my friends and supporters in the Nationals, including “Mr Grumpy” Allan Marshall, and his offsider 
and my first vice president, Allan Holmes—a formidable pair—Jocelyn Bowey, Marg Agnew, Sheryl and 
Greg Liddicoat, Terry Fleeton and Bryce Greatorex, and my steadfast Kalgoorlie branch. John Bowler is 
a wonderful friend and supporter who talked me into standing for the seat of Kalgoorlie. I am forever grateful to 
my confidantes, fierce supporters and sounding boards, Jane Coole and Louise Paterson, who were always on my 
side and ready to brainstorm whenever I hit a brick wall. I would not have survived without you two. 

Of course, family means everything. My parents, John and Maxine Tonkin, are here tonight and were an 
inspiration. Both have an Order of Australia for their services to the state. When I was proud, they were bursting at 
the seams. When I was hurt, they were wounded. They are forever following my progress and giving me feedback. 
I love you, mum and dad. To my four beautiful kids—Kat, Anna, Elise and James—and to my granddaughter, 
Ashlee, you have weathered this well and made me so proud. Thank you for your support and care. And, finally, to 
my rock, Ian—your love, support, wisdom and devotion are the only reason I have been able to do this. You went 
absolutely above and beyond and I will devote the rest of my life to returning the favour. 
My final comments, if I can have your indulgence, Mr Speaker, will be around endeavouring to improve our 
record of women in Parliament and achieving senior roles. The challenge for many women is that they do not see 
their way clear to enter politics until they have their family responsibilities largely off their hands. That was the 
case for me. Having done my best, along with working and studying, to support my four wonderful kids in their 
formative years, I was 49 before I became engaged in politics. Imagine my surprise when, in 2013 at the state 
election, one of my opponents told their booth workers to say “Don’t vote for Granny Duncan” when I had not 
even turned 60. A year later, Hilary Silbert reminded me that our first woman parliamentarian, Edith Cowan, was 
elected at that age, and she strongly encouraged me to seek higher office. I also received advice from my dear 
friend Professor Lenore Layman, who helped me edit the history of the National Party on its centenary in 2014. 
She said that I should not let my hair go grey while I was a member of Parliament. I thought she was joking, but 
I think she was probably right. 
Given that women live longer than men, it is bemusing to me that ageism seems to strike earlier for women. 
I really got the message when I received an email from the electorate officer of one of my National Party 
colleagues congratulating me on my achievements and decision to retire and finishing off with an observation 
that it is good when people realise they have reached their use-by date! I can assure you that I have not reached 
my use-by date and I have plenty of passion to continue to serve my country and the people of the inland for 
a fair while yet. However, I have reached the end of my usefulness in this place. 
[Applause.]  
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